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: vpoo kin 11 years ego by Mayer H.
; M. Scbrtver, retired to his farm in
- New Mexico. 'Mis .weekly news-

paper tu left In other bands. It
COttiniCd MtStet monger.

tat tta people tad grown st accus- -'

tomed to It that little attention tu
paid to tta benlents, since they re-
lated chiefly todenlseas of the

,Tw rears mo Looney
,

-,-
- returned to tot city unneralded. in
tba Interim prohibition had been

' ' pat into effect.. Bock bland bad its
, quota of aoft drink bars at which

prohibited uouor was being aoia
, '

. There were In addition the naval
number of vice reaorta. but they

FOUCEXAX Z9WAK9 XDfEB
Killed la dan Battta.

'BXTECTITB CKUtUSElirNllI
SikUe. rr" -

cormnandi. . The, Ajrgus found that
Bill Gabel was ait the ottlyj man on
the death register of the under--!

world government' There . were
several other ed sonawtara

.' tad not grown to be ao obnoxious
aa to excite public comment , or
protest - ;, ,

- i Hits a Tender Spot "
' It waa after the return of Looney

that the Rock Island "underworld
. began to blossom and thrlve aa it
never bad before in the history of
Rock Island. The- - Argus bad sap- -'

posed the city administration mere- -
ly bad grown lax, and that it would

' heed a suggestion from this news-
paper looking toward a curbing of
the expanding vicious conditions In
the city. The week following the
printing of the innocent paragraph
in The Argus comparing the Thrid

J . avenue district - to Davenport's
lamented' Bucktown "a friend
brought to the office of this news
paper a copy ot the Rock Island
News. It contained a scurrilous

' attack on The Argus and those con-- t
nected with Ha management

John Looney uncovered his hand

son. Young Looney was
w?tn Tfth. t lJ"?A'BMm,, " Be wa sSntly at

the side of his father. The son had

soaaw. The tamiiy of Lawrence,!
M. Pedigo, who proved aimaelttoi
aw ixxmey s cioaeac jnaoa in sua
last hours in the community, to re-
ceiving support from the county.
Looney lett Pedigo penniless when
hp nm away from tap city carrying
tta money . that : ta picked up
from hia criminal aettvities, in the
premotlon of which Pedigo was one
of hia principal assistants. .

. IJgtt Urn fecrtteea..
Rock Island baa passed through

the-sao- critical perron in its bis-tor- y.

Eight lives have been sacri-
ficed la tta campaign against offi-

cially protected lawlessness. Two,
ef the men. who fell were Police Of-

ficers James. Green and Edward
Miner, but perhaps the most' pa
thetic of all was the passing out ot.
Detective Charles Ginnane. Charles
atsnane waa a victim of his devo
tion to his superior officer, Charles
Ginnane diea rather than-- betray, a
friend or become a perjurer
Charles Ginane, if he had lived.
would have-

-
been called aa a wit--

ness axatnst imdiu w, xunwr
chief ot police, with whom 'he had
been intimately associated for the
past four years. y
. Prosecution of those responsible
for the reign of murder and law-

lessness and .terror in Rock Island
during the past' few years rests in
the hands of the attorney general ot
Illinois. It also rests with thestate
supreme court to pass upon tne ais-- j
barment proceedings that nave been
instituted, against three practiciag;
lawyers who are charged with pros
tituting their profession in-t-he in-

terest of criminal gain. .The peo-

ple of Rock Island are satisfied with
the results ot the state investiga-
tion as far as it has progressed.
First and above all. Rock Island
trvtnv 1a rlpanor and safer than it
has been in its history. Officials
who have betrayed tbe people s,
trust' have been exposed.' This in
itself" is sufficient punishment no
matter what happens to those under
indictment when their trials are
conducted in the courts. All of
them stand convicted in ths minds
of the majority of the 35,000 people
of Rock Island. That is a stronger
conviction than the verdict, of 12
men, despite tha(the latter might
carry a term behind prison bars.

The nnnleasant warfare Is not to
be without its sweet and" wholesome j

results. There' is a. better feeling
manifest over the city. Men feel
freer , to spealt, and act and serve
publicly than they have in many
years. You're not going to be ter-
rorized in future by such stories
that cowboys are coming to take
charge of your city. Imagine such
a threat being uttered In a
community of 35,000 souls! The
man that uttered it is now in the
county jail on a charge of murder.
The man who induced him to utter
it is a fugitive fronv Justice.

AU Rave Had Their Day.
Officials of the future in Rock Is-

land are going to go straight-- There
is no guarantee that . there won't
be minor public vices in 'Rock Is-

land in future, but the day when an
underworld government car rise
and override the decent citizenship
has passed in Rock Island, fhe
blackmailer, and he extortionist,-ahd

the gunman, and the grafter
have bad their day in Rock Island.
Woe be to th man or set ot men
who dare to attempt the promotion
nf annthpr siirh - nmnlz&lion .as
had its tentacles ctutcHed at the '

throats of local officialdom during
the past years in Rock Island. .

Already big things are in prospect
fr Rock Island because of the re
newed 1 nun ana seasrny in iut
community. Within tta year you're
going to see several new buildings
rise that will surprise - you.' You
are going to see mert elected to of
fice who have some regard for the
vishM nf Uic twnDle and not be ra- l

terers to an element ina at oest can
onjy bring temporary benefit. No city
ever was ouiit ana prospered on
foundation of lawlessness. Rock
Island has tried it and failed. So
will every othercity that attempts
to fallow Rocli Inland's lamentable
example. '" -

'
Spectrum microscope, by which

the millionth of a grain of blood
was detected, was first exhibited in
1865 by H. Sorby.

- ,

Cevlon's 'railway ia 712 . miles'
long. 1 .

the day be turned the batteries of
his filthy newspaper upon The
Argus. If Looney bad been the wise
individual that his followers sup
nosed him to be he would have re
mained yenuiu me tunBa auu uvi
disclosed his Injured feelings in the
Rock Island News when The Argus
printed the friendly tip to the Rock
Island city administration. ' When
Looney attacked The Argus he as-

sumed that he would close the eyes
and columns of this newspaper to
a situation from which it was after-
ward established he was the chief
beneficiary. But Looney's- - tirade
bad the reverse effect Instead of
closing the eyes ot.The Argus it
opened them:-'- '

The Argus counseled with the
city administration to at least evi-

dence some regard for the decent
citizenship by checking the public
brazenness of the underworld ele-

ment in the city. . The answer of
the city administration to The

. Argus was that any concerted move
1 looking to the suppression of the
I underworld would invite attackS upon the administration by John

wma tarwta fewd tatwaap Ttvall
utMsi ra the. dty.
BIRtaiwa-'llJo- ta

Looney were sworn eaemxM? Eaeh
waa Che lender of a gang, alL the
tsMeatara C wUeh were going about
thi dtr Unas . ThcAnu aar--
sifrteattjr warned tta pAUre authorfl
tiea tt jjaaraa these realists la tta
Internet iff" common aafety.
There tad been nrevious gun play
betwtaa the Looney and Bulbars
cpmpa. It waa inevitable that they Y
Wwald tome dar meet in "mortal

fcombat. jTta'day came on the (th

are faaat"nr tU the' details.
ateanr.w-fn- e worn .nag - gone

abroad thatJRock Island was experi
encing a minor terror. This
not an na lgan tm4 asaertlonLooney
courted martyroom tor nia-oea- a

son, delaying, bin hartal tor a week
in a theatrical effort to excite pub
lic aympathy.. Alt the while Looney
waa attempting to promote a reac
tion against Tbe Argus fooue
service that it had performed in
behalf of the decent citizenship of
4nei community 5He had himself
mterriewed by the metropoli-
tan newspapers.-boaMin- g his power
and a determination to avenga the
death of his pan. all gov
ernmental authorities, proclaiming
Ills virtues and "denouncing those
mat nno connected nun win any

. . . . i

that: Looney should have lamented
the death of his1 son, but what he
lamented most waa the loss of the
doWarS; that he was 'wringing
from his underworld connections.
Looney tried ' to. impress people
yfiOi his fearlesspess. . The! Argua
always knew him to be a coward,
but he was ''completely shorn of
whatever bravery v he possessed
When "he lost the protection of bis

arrack

uttered threats., against various citi
zens of ROCk Jsland 'with whom hist
rawer naa naa iron Die in me years
before the young man came upon
the scene. . '

Demands End of Hews.
The Argus as one of the' acts

necessary to the delivery ot the city
from the domination of its govern-
ment of murderers, blackmailers
and extortionists,, demanded the
suppression of the - Rock ' Island
News. The city administration bad
the power to suppress the News, but
it lacked the courage to do it until
it was forced by the thrust of ac-
cumulating public opinion and the
prospect of an injunction asked by

! the attorney general of Illinois, who
in the meantime had been induced
to take charge of the local vice and
crime situation: in order to deliver
the community from the affliction
with which --It had been burdened
over a long term of years. -

Looney, when he saw his house
of cards crumbling, grew uncon-
trollably mad and revengeful. He
had convinced officialdom that he
had the power with .his blackmail
ing newspaper to silence The Argua
or any otner insttiution- - or indmd- -

that might raise' its voice
against a continuance of the condi-
tions for which his organization
was responsible. When Looney
found that The Argas was not to be
diverted from its objective if wa3
planned to begin a campaign of
scandalous attack io the Rock Is-
land News against all of the socially
prominent families in the city.
Photographs of the homes- - of lead
ing families had' been obtained, and
scurrilous propaganda was to oe
started in a last desperate attempt
to arouse such a turmoil among tbe
prominent and Influential citizen-
ship, that peace terms would be
forced. But once more Loonev fell
short in his calculations. Grand I

taries wr in Kescinn a PsnHo andn.i,.t.i,.j t AnnAn 1..
bis final bluff People no longer
feared bin. He was beine hanni--d
by his own shadow. One day he
ariffonlv lUciniuflful fpiu.

wu uas uui uteu peeu siuce. lucre
are federal and state indictments
against him charging him with mur j

der and various other crimes.- - His
chief lieutenants are either in jail
or under heavy bonds facing grand
jury indictmentOffieials whom he I

used in. the promotion of his crimi-
nal activities- - are also under Indict - )

ment Looney deserted even those !

who defended him with their lives
at a time when they still believed I

.'-- r

I al, .. , 1 1 1.

(Continued from rirst Psi
waa, carried oa during the er-
st various localities throughout (
district A total of 7,01w
yards rock-an- d 85,475.4 cubic jb.
brush-wa- s put In place. J

The six hydraulic dredges taa--r
ing to this district were empw
In the' sections where neeta
keeping open a navigable chstV7
ureagmg sand for base of y
and in ri TtA mir m vofIhu. 1

toUl of 1,054,154 cubic vardsd,,ii , j . . - .. -r
"M USM r,D "a

An appropriation or $141,001
allotted by congress to the ordoak ft
department for special repeiitm
the government bridge at Rock a--1

it
land, the work referred to beiBgfcl
strengthening of the fivn ii I
which are rapidly deteriorating, adisclosed by careful examinaQsv
Arrangements were made to hm
the repair work done by the ay
gineer department, the pieri ton
encased in reinforced coneW'
jackets deposited in the dry in o.J
iciuauiB. v.apuua W. 01. MOge, COfpl
of engineers, was assigned to dttjl
on ine wont, operations tea--

menced Oct. 17 on pier No. 1 froaj
in tuwa snure, ana nave pro-- 1

gressed steadily to date. It is bosejl
to complete two, or possibly three.1
ot the piers before weather condi--l
uons interfere with the work. '

. -- IUVH, I 1
An examination and survey o

Uill mnnV n n .1 O .1. l . WF '--"'11 ucc, auu BIOU'O, IIUUBJ
w ater street bridge above HilauB
lit, downstream about 12 miles to
the Mississippi, was made tor tkt
purpose of ascertaining and report
ing as-t- o tbe effect of the construc
tion of tbe Illinois and Mississippi
canal on noor conditions in Milan.

Preliminary examinations wen
made of Mississippi river at Naomi
and allas City, 111., in connecttoi
with the question of establishing t
harbor of refuge at the former lo-

cality and of bank protection at tat
latter, for the purpose of protecttaf
tbe road leading south from the city
which is" being damaged by wavi
action A preliminary examlnattoa
was also made with a view ot co-
ntrolling the seepage from tie Illi-

nois and Mississippi canal, and with
a view of opening Bureau creek
where It flows under tbe said canal

Removing snags and other ob-

structions from the channel of tb
Mississippi river between St Pal
and the mouth of tbe Missouri (4SS

miles) was carried on throughout

the season by the Steamer MatWAa
and a derrick-barg- e. The outfit wufe
in commission from April 7 to Nor.

13, and during that period 585 suet
were removed,' 762 leaning trea
were cut and pulled back from ike
bank, and the boat traveled 4,477

miles.
The 13th lighthouse district ui

jurisdiction fovei- - 1,612 milei 0!

river, and the aggregate number
aids. consistinE of lights, W
marks and buoys, is 1,299, of whici
. . . . . : : : -i,xi are 041 ,me auBBiasiiii"
between the month of the Missouri

river and Minneapolis, 128 on tin
Illinois river and 10 on ta . St
Croix. Aids on the Missouri river
(116) have been temporarily

and are not included m

the above figures.
$1,107,710 Floating Plant

There has been expended on float- -

inc nlant from commencement 01

iprvveuiui m 10m w -- ii
1921, $3,405,923.37, and its pretest

aivaiue i
It is very desirable that a large

appropriation be "made for next
year's work, and for several suc-

cessive years, in order to expeiite
completion of the channel
project

German theatre-goer- s are more

interested today in the plays
Shakespeare, Shaw and Wilde thai
in the production of German ts

Ravn lh Manchester Goartt- -

ian. . .'.'.

S

fbr lawless conditions la Rock Is--
land .The night Of the Gabe! mur-
der Policeman Edward Miner, who
had been temporarily. assigned to
the bear on which the Qabel resort
was mated, was called-Int- o the
station And remained there through
the whole night Minef waa picked
up at the Borlfngton station on
Twentieth street at 7:30 to the eve-
ning by Chief Cox and Detective
Charles Ginnahe and driven to the
police station. No explanation' was
given to him other than that he was
wanted to ta on duty at the station
while his brother, Policeman
Charles Miner, was assigned as
guard tp Prohibition Agent B. jC
Gosse.

CalledOntside Job. J '
. The Argus refused to accept the
theory of Chief of Police Cox that
the murder of Gabel was an "out-
side Job." . Cox waa asked for an
explanation of certain suspicions oc
currences the night of the Gabel
killing, and he did not hesitate to
confess tbat he felt embarrassed.at
the damaging coincidences, bat that
he did not have sufficient grounds
on which to base the arrest Ot sev-
eral characters who bad been im-
mediately associated in the public
mind as at least having, know ledge
of tbe plot to dispose of Gabel In
order to prevent his personal ap-
pearance aa a supporter before the
federal grand jury of the affidavits
that he had given to Prohibition
Agent Gosse. The Argus charged
that Gabel was murdered. In accord-
ance with the decree of the Rock
Island underworld government .The
Argus charged tbe Rock Island po-
lice department with an unconceal-
ed attempt to protect ' those , who
were suspected In connection with
the Gabel murder.-- The Argua said
that John Looney was a visitor at
the Rock Island police station less
than an honr before Gabel waa kill-
ed, and because The Argua made
that statement Looney entered suit
in the. circuit court' against this
newspaper for 150,000. v

John Looney instantiy atepped in-
to the breach, employing his black-
mailing newspaper in defending the
police department and the city ad-
ministration against th protests
and demands of the public aa voiced
through The Argus for some sem-balan- ce

of - interest in sol vine
the Gabel murder. There was not
even an arrest of a suspect, despite
that one hour after tta murder the
police department could have had
locked up at least six men who were
believed to have had some .connec-
tion with the crime. - - . . v

The Argus realized that a critical
state of affairs had arisep in Rock
Island. It had 'come to pass that
the lawless element, in league with
the police authorities, would not
hesitate to take human life In ex-
acting obedience to Us laws and its

Is'thetlme for Rock

Last ta TU AC:x mW
nuae of tta doae praxtmKy, tat
wwnc o tta mistakes of mtoxlated
r4MM wta would - waader tato

Argas C!ee Clar- - ter ware
tv tta Bu Utol ni in iUjn or nwe reepoctatie young
wo aa employed ta Tta Argas
tat lag. and yon can appreciate
tSM sack attaatloaa war not con-dact- ve

to ttatr coaafort or epatent
nwnt, '

, Prabe Ignored.
Tba Argms, acting npon the

contained in tta Joint
printed Statement ot tta sheriff and
city attorney, called apon both tta
chief of poUce and" aherilf to anp-pre- aa

tta obnoxious trafficking in
the Rex hotel. The Argua was
neither surprised, nor disappointed
with the anawar that it received
from both the sheriff and the chief
of police. They refused the request
of The Argus. John Looney waa
the silent proprietor of the Rex
hotel. He bajt installed there as
manager Joe Richards. Looney
advertised the Rex hotel in bis
weekly newspaper under the pre-
tense that It waa reanectable es
tablishment John looney issued
orders, to Manager Joe Richards to
pay no attention to any commands
that might be given by, the police
authorities against the Rex hotel.
John Looney's orders were respect-
ed. The Argus discovered that it
had no rights in Rock Island except
those that might be. granted by
John Looney. John Looney de
creed that a disorderly house should
be operated next door to The Argus,
and his orderswere law both at the
court house and the city.halL The
Argus decided that if bo attention
was paid to complaints that it made
against such a flagrant violator as
the Rex hotel there could be little
relief expected by the ordinary citi-se- n

who might have the courage to
enter protest against similar en-

croachments. The Argus found that
the promises contained in the print
ed statement of tbe sheriff ana city
attorney were being totally ignored.

The Argus, as it pursued its in
vestigation, discovered that John
Looney was not only having his
commands carried out at the city
hall, but that he was personally di-

recting members of tbe police de
partment in making arrests of per
sons whom be was seeking to get
under bis power. ' He had become
particularly active in arresting
street walkers. Looney would have
bad you believe that he wanted
these women removed from the
streets to protect the youth of the
city. Looney's real reason tor re-

straining these women was because
they were competing with his per-
sonally conducted resorts, which in
cluded both blacks, and whites.
Looney became so secure in his
pow.er that one night he command-
ed several members of tbe police
department to assist him in raiding
a flat where he charged shady
operations were being carried on.
One ot the policemen balked at the
command of Looney. Qus Krueger
Is the patrolman who refused to act
on Looney's orders. . The result was
that in th following inane of the
Rnrk Island News. Loonev demand-- f
ed the dismissal ot Krueger for
failure to assist a brother officer in
making an arrest Looney's print
ed attack on Krueker came' te the
attention of the fire and police
board. Krueger was summoned be-
fore the board at its next meeting
and asked to explain the printed
charges that had beeirmade against
him. Krueger admitted that he had
refused to take orders from John
Looney. He wanted to know if in
the future he was to take his orders
from Looney or from Thomas Cox,
chief of police. Krueger was com
mended for his declination to take
orders from Looney and instructed
in the future to act only upon the
orders of the head of the depart-
ment. ,

Son As Policeman, '
Chief Cox, when called npon for

an explanation by the fixe and po-li- ve

beard, did not deny that he had
authorized Looney, to use members
of bis department in arresting pea--
pie whom he designated. Chief Co

-

was cautioned by the board against
tolerating interference by Looney
or any other citizen with the work
of the department Members of the
fire and police board had been un
aware of the authority that was be-
ing exercised by Ltjoney in the po-
lice department, but closer Inquiry
revealed that he, had not only been
using members of the department
for some time in enforcing his con
trol of underworld activities, but he
had further fortified himself by ob-

taining a policeman's star and 'per-
mission to carry a gun for his son,
John Connor Looney. Young
Looney, with the full powers pf a
policeman, acted as the agent of his
father in his varied , transactions
amoag underworld operators. One
of young Looney's duties was to
collect for. advertisements of dis-
orderly houses and hooch selling
saloons that were printed weekly In
his father's , newspaper, the ' Rook ,

Island News. As many as 40 ofj
these places advertised regularly in i

the News, not because they profited
by the publicity, but Because they
knew .that,

. refusal to contribute
this patronage "would invite attack
In the columns of Looney's news-
paper. A fair example of Looney's
practices in this wespect was TCmii
Tank, who onened the NBoston
Uyster nouse on second avenue, be-
tween Nineteenth and Twentieth
streets. The first week after his
opening he was viciously attacked
in the Looney newspaper, and was
pointed to as an undesirable ad-
dition to the city's business life. A
tew weeks later a column advertise-
ment of the Boston Oyster house
appeared in the Rock Island News,
and was printed In every subsequent
issue until the suspension Of that
publication. '

wuuam uaoei, who 'operated a
comblnaUon saloon and-disord-

house on Fourth avenue hntwAan--
Twenty-thir- d and Twenty-fourt- h
streets, had been one ot the liberal
contributors to the immunity ring.
By Immunity ring is meant a cir-
cle at men, ot whom It baa been es-
timated there were not leas than
five, including one or more officials,
to whom regular payments were
made with the "promise that thepayee would, ta protected against
interference from either fWera I.
state, county or local officials withis lawlees trafficking. Cabal's
monthly contribution to that ring
was $304. Deeopite that Gabel was
known to operate one ot tta mostprosperous resorts la the city there

that had been done, it was agreed,
there would be no fnrther- - leaks
from the Rock Island underworld.
The protection ring would levy and
collect its Tribute and enforce tta
laws, without, a word of proteet
These planned killings alao were
meant to be 'notice to every citizen
ot the community to attend strictly
to his "own .business; that ape laws
that were concocted in the Looney
den on Sixteenth avenue were
the laws that were in future to cov--

Lern Rockets land and not the laws
uu were enacted ny congress, tne
state legislature or the city of
Rock Island. - "

The fixe and police board took
cognisance ot the action of Chief
Cox in calling Policeman Edward
Miner off his beat tta night of. the
Gabel murder. - Miner said that he
did not know why.' he had. been
called off. Cox was asked to explain
his. whereabouts the night of the
murder. , He stated that he was at
the Davenport police station when
the murder. was committed. .Cox
also admitted that his department
was in a demoralized condition.
charging that for six months past
his men had refused to carry out
his orders to suppress vicious un
derworld conditions.

Cox Suspended. "

. On the strength pf this admission
the board suspended Cox for a per-
iod of SO days. The next day Mayor

I Schriver dismissed the members of
iuc noaru, j. n. jiiawara
Bauersfeld and P. J. Mueller, with
the explanation that their terms had
expired and that he. intended to
name a new board. 'The Argus
charged that Mayor Schrlver had
dismissed the board members in
order to protect Chief Cox; that
Cox could not stand up under a full
investigation ;of his , department
Subsequent events have establish
ed the soundness of The Argus con-

clusions. -
With Cox removed from direction

of the police department The Argus
believed that it would be possible
to get some relief from the lawless
conditions thatwere spreading, ter
ror over tne city William H
Fitzsimmong, commissioner of pub
lic health and safety, took personal
command of tbe department,' and
immediately Inaugurated a cam
paign against all vice in the city.
The Argus even witnessed the spec-
tacle of the exodus from the Rex
hotel, the personally conducted dis-
orderly house of John Looney in the
Dunning aajoining Tne Argus.

While tbe campaign to break

Islarialb bestir itself!

POLICEMAJr J1JB8 - 6REEX
Killed fat Qn Baitle,

came a time when .he tired of the
constant drain that 'was being made
upon his income by the grafters
who were pretending to 7 furnish
him protection against arrest Pro-
hibition agents began to invade the
cfty without advance knowledge of
the protection ring. Previously the
ring had been so strong and well
organized that it could use a pro-
hibition agent to close In on a boot-
legging bar whose proprietor would
refuse to pay protection "or purchase
the hooch supplies retailed by thl
combination. But a time came when
tbe ring lost Its connection with tie
prohibition agents. The protection
ring planned on a harvest during
the national grotto convention in
the latter part of June., .

Special Convention Levy.
A special levy had been collected

among the saloons and disorderly
resorts on the promise that the city
was to be wide open during the con-
vention. . Here again the ring fell
short of its calculations. The local
committee on arrangements for the
grotto convention issued warnings
to delegates to remain away from
the bars and resorts, of the city;
that the liquor that would be" offered
for sale was poisonous and that the
local committee would not be re-
sponsible for any consequences that
might follow participation of visit
ors in tne unlawful liDenies mat
might be afforded them during their
sojourn in the city. There were
rumors that prohibition forces
were preparing to swoop down upon
tbe city during the convention.
However, the prohibition raid did
not take place until the last night

lot the convention, when a number
of bootleggers Were arrested. But
tne feeling or insecurity proved a
severe blow to the local underworld.
The convention waa a flat failure so
far as the underworld was con-
cerned. '

One of those most disappointed
was Bill Gabel. -- He had been pay-
ing liberally for something that he
was not getting protection. He
told his story toa federal prohibi-
tion agent He also turned over
his cancelled checks to the agent.
And to strengthen his story be gave
affidavits' supporting the facts that
he told concerning the operations of
the local protection rjng. In the
meantime The Argus' continued
printing nightly the results of its
investigations, in the course of
which it charged the very things
that were contained in the affidav-
its signed by Bill Gabel. Gabel was
killed at midnight Julf 31 in front
of his saloon, being shot down by
men who had followed htm there in
an automobile. ' The next day The

LEf
a 'statement ot Mayor H. M.
Schrlver exonerating Chief of Police
Thomas Cox of any responsibility

s

Looney in the 'Rock Island News.
The administration r was frank to
confess tbat it did not want to derf
anwthfntf 4ha vmitfl AnaB th hat.
terles of the filthy Looney newspa
per upon the city hall. Tbe answer
of The Argusto the city adminis
tratlon was that this -- newspaper
did not consider John Looney any
more Important than any other citi

. zen when such a question confront
ed the community. The Argus
served notice on the city admlnis
tratlon that Rock island was going
to be freed of the'omination of the
underworld no matter who might
get caught in the Jam during the
operation. The Argus decided if it
was necessary to fight John Looney
in order to bring relief to the com- -.

munity this newspaper was willing
to face the. task, though' fully con-
scious of the indignities that would
have to be borne until the desired

' results were achieved. 1

. Vie Ring 'Uncovered.
Investigators employed by The

Argus found that with but few ex
ceptions every place in Rock Is
land where the law was being vio
lated, including hooch-Sellin- g bars.
gambling rooms, houses of prostl
tion, and pool . halls and cigar
atores, were paying tribute In the
form of protection to a -- ring of
which John Looney was the recog
nized head.r These findings of Tho
Argus were subsequently more tlan
substantiated by tbe declaration of

tstate investigators that there were
170 placos in Reck .Island from
which this ring . was collecting
tribute. The disclosures printed in
The Argus after a few ' weeks
brought a joint signed statement
from the city --hall and the sheriff's
office pledging the citizens of Rock
Island an Immediate suppression of
all the vices complained of In. tbe

'columns of this newspaper. The
Argus accepted and printed- - that
statement lu good faith; but it had
doubts that the promises, woull
every be fulfilled. Subsequent de
velopments established the wia- -'

dom of its conclusions. John Looney
believed he could wield enougU

; power with hia blackmailing news- -
paper to stem the.tide of public
protest as reflected through Tbe

. Argua against ihe activities ot the

Its BIG opportunity is HERE. . . f
, Not next week, nor tomorrovir, "but TODAY. ; f- ' . f

! M? those, like him are holding BACK the town's progress. "

Yeswtybelohg to the Oiamber of Commerc Do you? '"

Uig things are acxomplished only py united intelligence, by concentrated eifoft.
A New Year resolution: ", T : -- -;

.
- " .

RESOLVED, that we do all within our power, capacity and means to build up Rock Is-
land, to put this aty of potential greatness where it belongsamong the first.-- .

underworld of which, he waa the
.'chief promoter- - and beneficiary.

Looney was confident of hia capac-
ity to retain intact tta organization
that he had perfected. He assumed
openly the defense of his lawless
machine and . iti : contributing
forces, made The Argua and its
executives the objects of all man-
ner ot Tillainoaa attack- - in his
ereeMy publication and boasted that
It would be only a question of time
until he would force The Argua to

. cease its demands upon the city and
..county governments for the enforce'
uent oi the laws intended for the

' regulation of the community. The
Joint statement of the sheriff and
city attorney printed ja The

- v

W.

Nic Le Qr&jM hn
Brews Bronze AIuitv Casting

I' Argua
pledging to thv people a cleanup

. ot vice la thecity carried an
tation to citlzena to cooperate with

k
cfficlals in the suppreasloa of vic-bSti-

CiUaeaa were aaked to
, mofUj either the rtJDf police ors tta aherlff of any tVsoos, Ue; promise beta g gtvaa that tmmediate
. .action wo't be Ukea to Intrure

iteir. crnr ;Jo ;tta Argna made
a p" teet of Ute atantty of

a-- 4.4 :bitti'-.es3n- :

J. TH Arg- -i- t a two Kat ir-i- . . tt
i'e.V'aTBtal8rJ. as brothela in the

tA ejeratlng opeaty day and night

-- RDOtlSLAIXD
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